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Gopala Krishnan (Gopal) began his 
career in Bank Negara Malaysia (“BNM”) 
in 1982, after graduating from the 
University of Malaya where he studied 
under a BNM scholarship.  He was 
appointed as Assistant Governor in 
2006, and the Legal Department, 
Finance Department, IT Services 

(Computer) Department, and the Money Museum and Art 
Gallery reported to him.  As Assistant Governor, he was a 
member of various committees chaired by the Governor, 
inter alia, the Management Committee, the Monetary Policy 
Committee, the Financial Stability Committee, the Budget 
Committee, the Risk Management Committee and was also 
in attendance at the Malaysia International Islamic Financial 
Centre Executive Committee (“MIFC”), a multi-agency 
committee appointed by the Prime Minister and chaired by 
the BNM Governor.

Upon his retirement in 2011, he was appointed as Project 
Adviser to BNM to advise and supervise the drafting of an 
omnibus legislation for banking, insurance, payments 
systems, and exchange control as well as an omnibus 
Islamic legislation for Islamic banking, takaful, payment 
systems, and exchange control. These legislations, namely 
the Financial Services Act 2013 and the Islamic Financial 
Services Act 2013, were passed by the Malaysian 
Parliament in 2012 and came into force on 30 June 2013. 
Gopal is the only member of the International Monetary 
Law Committee of the International Law Association 
(“MOCOMILA”) from Malaysia.  He is member of the Panel 
of Experts of P.R.I.M.E. Finance, Peace Palace, The Hague.  
Gopal was on the Board of Directors of Kuwait Finance 
House (Malaysia) Berhad (where he chaired the Board Risk 
Management Committee) from 2012 to 2016.  He is 
presently an independent non-executive director of Tenaga 
Nasional Berhad (where he chairs the Board Integrity 
Committee); the Board of Management of Methodist 
College Kuala Lumpur (“MCKL”), the Council of Education, 
Methodist Church in Malaysia; and is the President of the 
Judicial Council, Methodist Church in Malaysia.
 

Currently he is the International Regulatory Expert for the 
Asian Development Bank from August 2018 for a project on 
Islamic Finance for Inclusive Growth in the Kyrgyz Republic 
and the Republic of Tajikistan.  He has also been a Short 
Term Consultant for the World Bank from March 2018 to 
June 2018 for a project relating to the regulation of 
state-owned banks in Sri Lanka and an Independent 
International Consultant from August 2017 to 30 June 2018 
for a World Bank Sri Lanka Financial Sector Modernization 
Project relating to the Strengthening the Legal and 
Regulatory Framework of the Sri Lankan Financial System. 
In Abdullah Chan & Co, Gopal has been the engagement 
partner for insurance and reinsurance regulatory and 
compliance files, and matters relating to money services 
businesses in particular remittance business, licences and 
platforms, electronic wallets licences and compliance, 
foreign exchange administration, company law matters 
especially on foundations in the legal form of companies 
limited by guarantee and corporate governance for 
international Islamic financial organisations. He is an adviser 
on the Financial Services Act 2013 and Islamic Financial 
Services Act 2013.

Mohamad Ezri b Abdul Wahab was 
called to the Bar in 1994.

He has experience in commercial, global 
financial services, islamic banking, project 
and real estate, litigation, and inheritance 
and wealth planning matters.  He is a 
Syariah Law practitioner and a Mediator 

registered with the Malaysian Mediation Centre.

He is currently serving as a member of the Bar Council, and 
has been serving for six years, and currently serves as the 
Malaysian Bar’s Treasurer, Chairperson of the Finance 
Committee, Chairperson of the Cyberlaw Committee, 
Co-Chairperson of Ad Hoc Committee on AMLA, 
Co-Deputy Chairperson of the Ad Hoc Pandemic Response 
Committee, and Co-Deputy Chairperson of the Small Firms 
Practice Committee.

He has been appointed as the President for the Strata 
Management Tribunal for three years since 2018.
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R Jayabalan graduated with an LLB (Hons) degree from the International 
Islamic University Malaysia (“IIUM”) in 1996 and obtained his MBA in 2004.  
He was admitted as an advocate and solicitor to the High Court of Malaya 
in 1997.  
He has been in active practice since 1997 and is based in Johor Bahru.  He 
is also a small firm practitioner currently operating his own 
sole-proprietorship since 2013, upon leaving from a mid-size partnership.  
His area of practice is general civil litigation comprising contract, commercial, 

tort, industrial relations and administrative law litigation at trial and appellate levels.  He has 
served as the Chairman of the Johore Bar Committee for the term 2018/2019, and as the Johore 
Bar Representative on the Bar Council.  He currently serves as the Chairperson of the Bar 
Council Small Firms Practice Committee.
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